The role of CT and MRI in the assessment of peripheral vascular disease.
Atherosclerosis is a serious health problem in developed countries and the main cause of morbidity and mortality. Treatment strategies such as surgical procedures, percutaneous catheter-based interventions or pharmacologic options depend on the accurate classification of atherosclerotic disease with respect to location, extent, and severity of arterial involvement. For this purpose, several imaging techniques are in clinical use. Due to recent improvements in scanner technology, noninvasive imaging modalities are now widely available for evaluating atherosclerotic lesions throughout the body. This article focuses on the clinical role of these imaging modalities in the assessment of peripheral vascular disease, including the aorta and extracranial arteries.